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Macedonia to Japan (Mixture of cultures and great traditions)

The journey to Japan starts from Skopje — Macedonia
to Osaka - Japan, from Europe to Asia, from main
land to island, from developing country to developed
country.

Macedonia is situated in South of Europe in center of
Balkan Peninsula, it is small country with a population
of just 2 million people, country with unattached
nature, great places to visit and great summer and
winter holiday locations, country that represents great
mixture of cultures, country of traditions, of beautiful
songs, of great traditional dances, and also country
with great cultural heritage and famous history.
Country mentioned in the Bible, country of Alexander
the Great, Mother Teresa, St. Kiril and Methodius -
founders of Cyrillic alphabet. Country that will take
your breath away.

The reason of my stay in Japan is JICA training on
Assurance of Food Safety and Quality Control. I'm
part of group of six representatives from different
countries from 3 different continents: America, Europa,
and Asia. In this group we fuse the culture of Peru,
the spirit of Argentina, the heritage of Macedonia, the
greatness of China and the beauty of Vietnam and mix
it and share it all in Japan. | have been blest to meet all
these friends in the training program, we are like one
big family, and always supporting each other.

The participants are from so different countries.

Therefore we have an excellent opportunity to
exchange experience and knowledge about each part
of our country system of Food Safety and Quality
Control. And in cooperation with the Professors and
Experts from Japan we achieve conclusions and
suggestions for developing the Food Safety system of
our home countries.

These three months are great opportunity for me
to feel Japan. To meet Japanese culture, traditions,
history, art, religion and Japanese style of living. It
was great satisfaction to walk on Rokko Mountain, to
visit Meriken Park at night, to see illumination at Kobe
Harborland, to visit Kobe's beautiful museums, Awaji
island with its unique beauties and gardens, to visit
Qji Zoo and the panda - all together to live Kobe. To
absorb the spirit of Nara to touch the layers of culture
and history at this holy city, to see the castle of Himeji.
To experience Tokyo life, to stand in Tokyo Tsukiji fish
market together with the workers at 5h in the morning
and wait for the first costumers to come - all of these
is one priceless experience.

From now on when | saw high snow mountain, when |
see widespread ocean, when | drink Sake, when | taste
Kobe Beef when | see Buddha Temple | will feel Japan
in my heart.

Kachou Fugetsu — Experience the beauties of nature,
and in doing so learn about yourself.

Associate at Food and Veterinary
Agency - Macedonia
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